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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
As Denise and I have just returned from a three months caravanning trip of  Queensland outback travelling to 
places like Blackall, Longreach, Winton, Mt. Isa, the Gulf of Carpentaria, Emerald and Gympie just to name a few 
locations;  and have not yet returned home before attending the State meeting held on 26 June, 2010.
With being away from the State of New South Wales for the last three months, I have not heard much of the events 
of  the Association except  that  the South  Coast  and South Coast  Region had a successful  Wool Fest  day at 
Robertson in May.  I do believe that good rains had fallen over large parts of the state and that pastures are looking 
great.  During our travels the country side of Queensland was the best it had been for a number of years, however 
you do not see many sheep in this region of Australia as it is mainly cattle country.
Some of the highlights of our trip in relation to the sheep and wool industry was visiting Blackall where a monument 
to Jackie Howe was erected, (see Illustration 1), after he had hand shore 321 merino sheep in 7 Hours 40 Minutes 
on 10 October, 1898.  I do believe that this record still stands today.  Some 60 years later in 1950 at Runnymead 
Station two men, Teddy Rieck shore 326 merinos and Peter Ogden shore 328 in the same time, but used machine 
shearing.
Also at Blackall we were able to visit a wool scour plant which was 106 years old.  This plant was closed down in 
the  late  1970's  and has since been fully  restored  and was operating  during  our  visit  (only  for  demonstration 
purposes).  It was run by two old  'Steam Engines'  which had been pulled down and restored by volunteers and 
rebuilt.  It was very interesting to see such a large machine - over 100 years old – back in a working condition. 
(Illustrations 2).
Another item of interest was the Tinnenburra Shearing Shed near Cunnamulla, which was a T-shaped shed with 
100 shearing stands.  The shed was 365 feet x 235 feet in dimensions and held 7000 sheep under cover.  There 
were between 400,000 and 500,000 sheep shorn there every year.  It was owned by James Tyson up until his 
death in 1898. (See attached photograph).
I wish all Regions who are holding any event/festivals over the next few months a great success, and that members 
who will be lambing during the same time have great lambing numbers and without too many loses due to the cold,  
foxes, etc.
Again, I have not been active as your State's President due to our travels, but I always have my mobile phone with 
me if any one wants advice or information, they only have to ring me or leave a message and I will get back to you 
when I am back in a reception area.

Bob Munday (HLM)
State President
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Illustration 1:      Jackie Howe

Illustration 2:                   Blackall Wool Scour
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REGIONAL REPORTS
Presented at the State meeting held 26th June 2010, in Mudgee - plus updates.

Central Tablelands
The Region  has  been  quite  fortunate;  good  soaking 
rains, lots of  green feed for the sheep and even the 
water in the dams is up to promising levels.  We held a 
successful  fleece  competition  at  the  Mudgee  Show 
with 34 entries in five classes.  Our thanks to all who 
supported us in this event and congratulations to the 
winners.
The other significant event in the Region was the Wool 
and Natural Fibre Muster,  this year organised by the 
Bathurst  Spinners  and  Weavers.   A  reasonably 
successful event, although we think we can organise it 
better  in  Mudgee,  of  course  we  would  not  be 
prejudiced in any way.
Again in May we went to the Tocal Field Days and a 
good time was had by all.  It was financially rewarding 
both for members and the Region, although our sales 
on Sunday were disappointing.  Tocal has a very well 
organised Field Days and the staff could not be more 
helpful if they tried.  It also gives an opportunity for our 
two  active  members  in  the  Northern  Region  to 
participate in an Association sponsored event.

The Mudgee Small Farm Field Days were held on July 
16-17  where  we  put  up  our  marquee  again.   Good 
fortune continued to smile upon us.  Although two of 
the key members who help to put up the marquee were 
absent,  one  due  to  illness,  the  other  to  work 
commitments, we managed quite well with the help of 
our  State  President,  a friend from the Show Society 
and two of our own members.  Sales wise we had a 
very  good  day  on  Friday  and  a  very  poor  day  on 
Saturday,  the  worst  on  record.   There  is  no  good 
explanation  for  it  but  we  all  have  lots  of  theories. 
There is always next year.
We are  now  ready  for  the  Wine  and  Food  Fair  at 
Balmoral Beach in Sydney.  We are the only non wine 
or food people invited and it is usually a great venue. 
However,  this  year  for  the  first  time  we  took  out 
rain/cancellation  insurance.   Let’s  hope  we  will  not 
have to collect on it.
Cheers,

Janos (John) Farkas
President,
Central Tablelands Region

Hawkesbury Region
We have been involved in some of the usual events 
and a couple of new ones.
First  on the calendar was Castle Hill  show in March 
where we were involved in sheep showing and judging. 
Several  of  our members were successful  and it  was 
good to see the regular appearance of Ron and Terrie 
from Delco  Stud.   Also  good  to  see  continued  high 
school participation.
This  was  followed  by  Junior  Judging,  also  well 
patronised by up and coming young people.
Throughout  the  day  some of  our  members  joined in 
with the spinning and knitting in conjunction with the 
Kurrajong  Spinners in  a  mini  “Back-to-Back” 
competition.
In April, we accepted an invitation to participate at an 
open  day  at  Bella  Vista  Farm which  is  an  historic, 
grand homestead on a splendid site in Baulkham Hills 
with  views  to  Elizabeth  Farm at  Rose  Hill.   I 
understand there was a Macarthur  family connection 
originally.
We took  this  as  an  opportunity  to  market  our  craft 
products and to promote B&C sheep.  Lots of people 
came  through  and  we sold  some  product.   It  could 
hardly be called a commercial  success,  but it  was a 
pleasant  event  with  good  fellowship  amongst  the 
members who were able to attend.
Then came Hawkesbury Show later in April.   Lots of 
activity both in sheep and fleeces.  Our fleece display 
was bigger and brighter than ever with a high standard 
throughout the classes.  Several members scored well 
and there were some good sales.

Also present was Elaine Tracey and her merry band of 
helpers including Melissa Henry, Jessica Valentine and 
Sam Wan.  A special  mention to Ben and Clay who 
were there all day doing whatever odd job was asked 
of them.
All  our members who were able to put a great effort 
into this very satisfying event.
In  May,  we  attended  a  market  day  at  Mamre 
Homestead;  another  historic  house  set  in  lovely 
grounds  in  St  Marys,  originally  built  for  Samuel 
Marsden, circa 1820.
Again, lots of people came through and we had some 
sales.  It was a pleasant day out and we think we might 
try it again next year, but certainly it was not a raging 
success.
Our next event will be the Farming Small Areas Expo 
at Hawkesbury Showground in November.   This is a 
Rural Press (The Land) event.  We enjoyed good but 
not spectacular results from our craft stall last year and 
we believe we can improve this year.
Overall,  we  are  doing  much  of  the  same  whilst 
constantly seeking new avenues of opportunity in both 
market  and  membership  development.   Having  said 
that, our membership remains unchanged but we are 
enjoying  our  fellowship  and  our  common  interest  in 
black and coloured sheep.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday 25th July.

Peter van Raalte,
Regional President.
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Monaro/SW Slopes Region
Activities our Region participated in since the last State 
meeting include the Royal Canberra Show with a large 
display  of  coloured  rams  ewes  and  lambs  with 
promotional material for the Association and the Yass 
Show (fleece and sheep).
There are numerous occasions for regional members 
to get together such as Holbrook Sheep and Wool Fair, 
Grenfell  Show,  The  Old  Bus  Depot  markets,  the 
Running  of  the  Sheep  at  Boroowa  and 
Murrumbateman  Field  Days.   Yass  now conducts  a 
Farmers Market every first and third Saturday of each 
month, so maybe we'll see some members with a craft 
stall there.

Our region is still drought declared, with the southern 
area  (the  Monaro)  most  affected.   A  friend  of  ours 
bought a large property at Bungarby to drought-proof 
the Merino enterprise, only to experience a total lack of 
effective rainfall since the purchase.
Our next meeting will be held on the Monaro, probably 
in Cooma, depending on availability of the venue we 
would like to use.

Broni Jekyll, 
Regional President.

Update:  Due to the high tourist trade at The Lott, the 
owners have requested we hold our meeting there in 
Spring.   The  date  of  this  meeting  is  now  20th 
November.

Northern Region
No report received this meeting

South Coast and Southern Tablelands Region
We had our last regional meeting after our Wool Fest 
at Robertson on the 1st May 2010.
The Wool Fest was a wonderful  day with lots of lovely 
fleece available for the many buyers that travel far and 
wide to attend.
The inaugural Bag Competition was a huge success; 
there will be a report and pictures in the next issue of 
the Black Sheep Rising.
Two  of  our  region's  members  entered  sheep  in  the 
Holbrook Sheep and Wool Fair.  It was a very cold and 
wet affair this year.  Christine Parkes had to travel the 
long  way  home due  to  snow falls.   Ron  and  I  won 
Supreme Coloured Exhibit  with our young ram lamb. 

The Exhibitors'  Dinner was held at the local Chinese 
restaurant this year.
Ron  and  I  will  be  travelling  to  Bendigo  for  the 
Australian Sheep and Wool Show.  We are taking three 
rams to exhibit,  as Border Leicesters are the feature 
breed this year and we feel we must make the effort.
Our next regional meeting is to be held in conjunction 
with our spinning day on Saturday 21st August to start 
at  approximately  11.30.   We will  be  discussing  the 
selection of the date for next years Wool Fest.
Report presented by Melissa Henry on behalf of

Regional Secretary,
Terri Barrell

MINUTES of BLACK and COLOURED SHEEP BREEDERS 
ASSOCIATION of AUSTRALIA (NSW) Inc.

State meeting held 26th June 2010 in Mudgee, Lawson Park Hotel.
Meeting opened at 1.10pm by the President, Bob Munday.
Present:  Melissa Henry, Christine Brodie, Bev Layton, Christine Parkes, Ann Cassar, Eric Barry, Bob Munday, 
Denise  Munday,  Janos  Farkas,  Marianne  Farkas,  Peter  van  Raalte,  Wendy  van  Raalte,  Broni  Jekyll,  Mac 
Macdonald. 

Visitors:  none

Apologies:  Jenny Dunn, Phillip Dunn, Anne White, Elaine Tracey, Margaret Norris, Jane Southwell,  Kathleen 
Allan, Wendy Norris,  Kath Wood, Marilyn Southwell,  Chris Bird, Audrey Bird,  Ruth Bosma, Anne Hazell,  Terri 
Barrell.

Moved:  Broni Jekyll  Seconded:  Eric Barry  Carried

Minutes:  Taken as read (copy published in Black Sheep Rising 31:1 pp3-4) and accepted.
Moved:  Melissa Henry  Seconded:  Christine Parkes  Carried

Business arising from the Minutes:  
 Farm Guide Web Publication was submitted on time, but still has not been uploaded onto the website. 
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 Treasurer’s comments from last meeting: now that we have healthy balance, how can we spend money to  
promote our Association. Maybe sponsorship towards travel representing Association to be decided upon  
on a  case by case basis.   Suggest  next  meeting for  members to  bring along ideas for  spending on  
promotional ideas.  Discussion deferred to General Business. 

 Website advertisements – A letter was sent out by State Secretary to existing website advertisers, with 
2010 payment details.  All existing website advertisers renewed except for the Waugh family.  The process 
was well coordinated between State Secretary, State Treasurer and Web-Master. 

 Christine Parkes was the only member who placed an advertisement in the May 2010 edition of BSR. 
Christine requested that some colour changes be made to her ad in future.  All members encouraged to 
advertise in BSR to support the publication.

Correspondence:  In  -  Regional events noted. 
Secretary’s note: Please provide timely details of all regional events for insurance purposes. 
Date Region Event
13th-14th March 2010 Hawkesbury Castle Hill Show
20th-21st March 2010 Southern Tablelands and South Coast Goulburn Show
Date Region Event
27th-28th March 2010 Monaro/S W Slopes Yass Show
18th April 2010 Hawkesbury Bella Vista Farm Park Open Day
23rd -25th April 2010 Hawkesbury Hawkesbury Show
30th April - 2nd May 2010 Central Tablelands Tocal Field Days
1st May 2010 Southern Tablelands and South Coast Robertson Wool Fest
8th May 2010 Central Tablelands Bathurst Wool Muster
15th-16th May 2010 Hawkesbury and Central Tablelands St. Ives Show
23rd May 2010 Hawkesbury Mamre Harvest Festival, Lot 1 Mamre Rd, St. Marys
16th-17th July 2010 Central Tablelands Mudgee Field Days
8th August 2010 Central Tablelands Mudgee Wine & Food Fair Balmoral Beach Sydney 

Paul Armstrong, author of History Column in Barrier Daily Truth newspaper Broken Hill re collecting ear tags from 
Sheep Stations. 

Action:  Editor mailed out to membership on email.
27/5/10 - Isle, Pixel Phoenix, graphic design services - offering services for the Association.

Action:  Filed for future reference.
22/5/10 - Meryl Rogers,  The Sydney Fringe Festival, be a black sheep, request for black sheep to be used in a 
photo shoot to promote the Festival.  owner will be recognised as a sponsor.

Action:  Melissa Henry’s sheep have been used for the photo shoot.  Melissa Henry, as a member of 
BCSBAA will be recognised as a sponsor of the Festival.
14/6/10  -  Douglas  and  Margaret  Steen,  British  Traditional  Field  Sports  –  offering  BCSBAA  (NSW) free  link 
exchange through our websites.

Action:  A "no thank you" response to be sent by President Bob Munday. 
21/6/10 - Nancy Bennett, Secretary, South Australian Coloured Sheep Owners' Society  Inc. re the Velieris scour 

Action:  Editor mailed out to membership on email.
23/6/10 - Lin Berriman, member of Northern Region re insurance details for markets.

Action:  Request that Lin send to State Secretary details of all attending markets.  Lin to be sent a copy of 
the insurance details.
23/6/10 - Helen Wright – Thank you for the get well wishes.
24/6/10 - Editor (Broni Jekyll) re further research into Velieris.

Action:  Editor mailed out to membership on email.
25/6/10 - Joe Clarke, Goldfields Mohair Farm, Lockwood Victoria through Shirley Unthank, re scouring available

Action:  Editor mailed out to membership on email.
   Out  -  

3/3/10 - Letters to BCSBAA (NSW) website advertisers, requesting advertising fees to be paid by 30/3/10.  All 
advertisers continued except for Jacki and Peter Waugh, The BarnYard Animal Farm.
5/4/10 - Membership database and list of un-renewed members sent to Regions for information and follow-up.
10/6/10 - Get well card sent to Helen Wright, Past President and current Flock Book Secretary of the Victorian 
Black and Coloured Association.
22/6/10 - Membership Database sent to Regions.

Moved:  Melissa Henry - correspondence be accepted Second: Janos Farkas  Carried
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President’s Report:  See Page 1 for this Report.  
Moved:  Peter van Raalte - the President's report be adopted  Seconded:  Eric Barry  Carried

Treasurer’s Report:  Presented by Janos Farkas.  Payable cheques approved and issued to: 
 BSCBAA Monaro/SW Slopes Region - membership rebates $120.00
 BCSBAA Southern and South Coast Region – membership rebates $270.00
 Drap’hyd Merino Stud – Black Sheep Rising production costs $106.22

Discussion held around State Treasurer  issuing regional membership rebates through direct deposit  payments 
instead of by cheque.  Future rebates will  be made by direct deposit with remittance advise, unless otherwise 
requested by the region.

Moved:  Janos Farkas – the Treasurer’s report be adopted  Seconded:  Eric Barry  Carried 

Regional Reports:  See Pages 2-3 for these reports.
Moved:  Marianne Farkas – the Regional Reports be accepted  Seconded:  Jenny Dunn  Carried

                                
Membership Secretary's Report:  Presented by Melissa Henry.  69 members on our database (an increase of 10 
since last report). Thank you to Committee for their assistance with renewal follow-ups.
Deceased life  members:   News that  Heather  Mitchell,  Southern  Region  has  deceased.  Bob Munday  to  seek 
confirmation of this news. 

Moved:  Melissa Henry – her report be adopted  Seconded:  Broni Jekyll  Carried 

General Business:
Item 1:  Two farming families in the Bowning area are setting up the Yass Valley Woollen Mill to produce yarn and 
fabric.  Target focus is for the superfine industry.  Hope to be running by the end of the year.  Not sure if they will 
process coloured wool.  Drap’hyd to enquire. 
Item 2:  Velieris email – reference to NZ Scour operated by AgResearch being closed down, as not commercially 
viable.  Funding is the issue.
Item 3:  Membership Secretary's report, see above.
Item 4:  Promotional ideas for the Association:
(a) Northern Region focus
(b) Print a NSW Members Book
(c) Victorian Flock Book to be the Australian Flock Book – must be a Victorian Member
Motion: NSW BCSBAA to produce a member register for distribution to all members. 

Moved:  Melissa Henry  Seconded:  Broni Jekyll
Further discussion:  Re-do the questionnaire form

Move that the motion be put: Peter van Raalte
Vote by show of hands - For: 7 Against: 6  Carried

Melissa Henry and Broni Jekyll to form the committee.  Sample to be brought to next State Meeting. 
Item 5:  Members who intend on attending sheep and wool related conferences or activities are reminded that they 
can apply to the BCSBAA (NSW) Inc. for financial assistance to go towards conference registration and travel 
expenses.  The representative is to report back to the Association on the event.  Each application will be assessed 
by a case by case basis.  All members are welcome to apply.
Item  6:   Drap’hyd  Merino  Stud  attended  a  ‘Sheep  Matters’  workshop,  run  by  consultant  Anthony  Shepherd. 
Recommended  that  members  complete  the  “Health  Check  Questionnaire”  found  on  their  website 
www.sheepmatters.com.au   This questionnaire is used for background information on prospective clients, but has 
very good questions that all sheep producers should be asking themselves.
Item 7:  The Australian Sheep and Wool Show in Bendigo is coming up in July.  Schedules available.
Item 8:  A copy of the Victorian BCSBAA Newsletter is available at the meeting.
Item 9:  Exhibiting sheep at shows: Bob Munday reminded all chief stewards and exhibitors of coloured sheep to be 
checking Brucellosis Accreditation status.
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Next Meeting to be held on 6th November  2010 in the Hawkesbury Region.  Peter van Raalte, on behalf of the 
Hawkesbury  Region  offered  to  run  an  informative  session  again  before  the  next  State  Meeting.  Topic  to  be 
confirmed. 
Times:
11am – Informative Session
12pm – Lunch
1pm – Meeting

Meeting closed at 3.50 pm  

CLASSIFIEDS

ARTICLE FOR YARN MAG
WOOLFEST

May 1st 2010

Submitted by Robynn Ross

CREATIVE BAG COMPETITION SUCCESS
"Yarnspinners" Fibre Group of Mittagong were delighted by the response 
to their first Creative Bag Competition held at the Robertson Wool Festival 
on  May  1st 2010  (in  conjunction  with  the  South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands  Region  of  the  Black  and  Coloured  Sheep  Breeders 
Association of NSW).
To  promote  wool  and  support  the  local  growers  and  traders,  Deb 
McGuire,  Carol  Hamilton  and  Robynn  Ross  planned  this  event  to 
showcase the works of talented fibre artists and entice more visitors to 
see the top quality fleeces, woollen products and spinning and weaving 
supplies for sale at the Woolfest.
First prize (donated by Maggie Mac and judged by Melanie Olde, Sturt 
tutor),  was  won  by  an  astonished  (but  very  clever)  Eleanor  Brash  of 
Berkeley,  member  of  Illawarra Feltmakers.   Her  "Purple Haze"  heavily 
felted handbag used ready-spin damson, Merino tops and Leicester wool 
and was bought immediately by this author!
Other creations included a felted HANDbag (complete with five full digits) 
and  bags  for  bottles,  evening,  casual  wear,  shopping,  work  and  craft 
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using  every  fibre  imaginable  and  methods  from  plain  knitting  with  embellishments  to  scrumbling,  felted  and 
crocheted works of art.  More prizes will be awarded next year, so get ready, all you fibre artists, with your ideas for 
the 2011 Robertson Woolfest.
Congratulations to every entrant who supported our inaugural competition with much energy and enthusiasm for 
the continuation of this competition and theme in NSW.  Deb, Carol and I thank you all for making this a wonderful 
way for us to showcase your talent.  Next year should be even bigger!
Creatively yours,
Robynn Ross  (Yarnspinners)
Contacts:

Debbie McGuire          debbie.hookt@gmail.com.au
Carol Hamilton            kurtarly@exemail.com.au
Robynn  Ross              robynnelross@squigglycreations.com.au 
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Deb McGuire did it  again -  1st  and 2nd prize in 
Woolfest Creative Garment competition

Judge  Melanie  Olde  (left)  holding  the 
winning  bag  by  fibre  artist  Eleanor 
Brash (right, holding prize)

A warm welcome is extended to the following new members:
Picton High School contact Ms Hayley Mahoney -  South Coast and Southern Tablelands 
Region
Ms Samantha Wan (Nine twenty-six) - Hawkesbury Region
Mr Tom Boucher (Wando) - Hawkesbury Region
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CRAFT ARTICLE
The conclusion of the article commenced in the previous edition...

Soap
Every wool processor has a favourite detergent for washing wool.  Most of them also sell their favourite brand.  A 
list of processors who responded to my survey and their favourite washing solutions is included at the end of this 
article.
The important thing about the detergent you use with your wool is the pH level.  A neutral pH of 7 is ideal.  Acidic 
solutions (under 7) won’t get your fibres clean.  Alkaline solutions such as washing soda will get it clean – but too 
clean.  They will leave your fibres rough brittle and unpleasant to use.
The cleaning agents in detergent are called surfactants.  Any other ingredients are for cosmetic effect.  Since the 
banning of phosphates, many detergent companies add a dye (a type of bluing) to get their advertised “whiter 
Whites”.  Detergent products also sometimes contain bleach, and they all have additives to make more bubbles so 
you think something magical is happening.
Very few commercial clothes-washing preparations are suitable for washing wool.  When you find a good soap that 
you like, use lots of it.  It will save you extra rinses.
Hot water
Plenty of hot water is the trick to clean wool.  Turn your 
water heater up to 140° F  (more if you can).  If energy 
conservation  people  start  looking at  you cross – eyed, 
just  mention  to  them  that  one  wash  at  140°  is  more 
efficient than two washed at 120°, both for you and for the 
hot water heater!
If your hot water heater doesn’t give a constant stream of 
steaming water, you could compensate by boiling some 
water  on  the  stove  and  adding  it  to  your  tubs  before 
adding the wool.  Always wear good quality rubber gloves 
when washing wool.  If you can stick your bare hands in 
the water it isn’t hot enough. 
How much  is  enough?   The  Zellinger  Wool  Company 
uses eighty gallon and three hundred gallon open tanks 
for washing.  “ Customers cannot or do not get their home 
water  heaters  hot  enough,  as  compared  to  our 
commercial  boiler,” say the Zellingers.  “In addition, we 
have discovered that our customers do not use as much water per pound as needed.”  You cannot emulate this 
commercial process at home, but do try to get the hottest water you possibly can and don’t overload it with wool. 
Getting it clean
The general rule with water and wool is never to run water over to wool, or pour or dump to water onto the wool in 
any way.  First prepare your water and soap, than gently press the fibres down into the water.  Agitating, swishing, 
or wringing the wool with your hands may cause matting and felting.  I have never had any troubles by using a 
downwards pressing motion on wool.
Frankenmuth Woollen Mill “poles” the wet wool with a pitchfork, gently stirring and lifting the wool to allow dirt and 
grime to fall to the bottom of the tub (they use old fashion bath tubs).  Then they drain the water and pitchfork the 
wool into an extractor to spin out excess moisture.
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“Washing Your Wool” Article re-printed with the kind permission of Interweave Press from the Summer 1997 
issue of Spin-Off magazine pages 58-63.  The mailing address of Spin-Off is 201 East Fourth St., Loveland, 
Colorado 80537-5655, USA. Telephone: 0011 [1] (970) 669-7672.  Subscription to Spin-Off is available from 
Magnolia Books, 16 King St., Balmain NSW 2041.
Connie Delaney works out of her home in Salmon, Idaho, and is often found up to her elbows in dirty fleece-
water.  She spins lots of yarn and is the editor and writer of SpinCraft Pattern Newsletter.

Washing your wool
and getting it clean enough for a commercial processor 

by Connie Delaney
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When working with a washing machine, be careful never to let it agitate, or you’ll be cutting a felt donut out of the 
machine.  I have strict rules that I follow to prevent mistakes.  Run water into the empty machine; water running 
onto the wool could felt it, but worse than that, if you turn your back at the last moment the machine will start  
agitating.  Add the wool only after the machine is full of water.  Turn the cold tap off, so that cold water will not 
squirt onto the wool during the spin cycle.  Always use the final setting for spinning.  If you spin the fibre on the first 
cycle, the machine will go automatically to rinse if you aren’t watching.
It is important to maintain an even temperature with wet wool.  Don’t put cold wet wool into hot water, or vice versa, 
don’t put hot wet wool into cold water.  This means you have to work quickly when working with hot rinses – get 
that wool back into the next tub of water before it has a chance to get cold.
Many wool processors are advocates of soaking wool for long periods of time (some for twelve or more hour), but I 
see no advantage to this.  In my experience, if there is something in your wool that needs to soak that long, it  
should have been skirted out before washing.  I consider the temperature of the water to be my best friend while 
washing; extract your wool before it has a chance to cool.
I soak washes of wool for between thirty and sixty minutes.  This is enough time to dissolve a good amount of 
grime without losing all the heat from the water (remember you don’t want to stick cold, wet water from the first  
wash into hot water for the second wash).  This also gives my hot water heater time to make more hot water so I 
don’t end up with cold rinses.
Extracting water
The more water you extract between washes and rinses, the more dirt you remove.  There are two ways to extract 
water: wringing and spinning.
If you are washing your wool in the kitchen sink you will have to wring by hand.  This is very difficult to remove 
adequate amount of water this way.  Don’t try to twist the fibre with your hands the best thing to do is to wad it into  
a corner of your sink and press down.  It is very easy to felt your wool when washing in a sink, because you need 
more washes and rinses to compensate for the inefficient extraction.  If you are washing in your sink work with very 
small batches, so you have a high water/wool ratio.
Wringers are good extractors for wool.  One problem with them is that the wool spins up on the roller and gets 
caught.  Another problem is that wool (especially fine fibres) can get pulled into long strings that are difficult to 
tease and card back into individual fibres.  Careful attention cures these problems.
 I hand wring the first, and sometimes the second batch of every fleece I wash.  This takes more time but saves 
wear and tear on my washing machine.  I can also give the fleece more individual attention, because it all goes 
through my hands into the wringer.   I  remove a lot  of foreign objects that would never be seen in a spinning 
washing machine.  After the worst of the stuff is removed, I go ahead and use my washing machine.  When I first 
started washing wool, I would divide each batch of fibre into net bags for the machine.  But then I realized the 
washing machine has excellent screens of its own, so I started sticking the wool straight in the tub.  It gets much 
cleaner that way and stays in a “blob” that is easy to remove from the machine.
A good washing machine is the best extractor.  You’ll save one, sometimes two, days’ drying time by spinning your 
fibre in the washing machine.  A washing machine also “handles” wool less than any other method.  Less handling 
equals lass matting.
Two washes and one good rinse will be sufficient for most types of wool if your water is hot enough, you use 
enough soap, you don’t overload your water with fibres and your extraction is efficient.  Test your work by grabbing 
a handful of fibres with your bare hand, then patting your hand dry with a towel.  Open and close your hand.  If the 
hand feels tacky, wash the wool again.  The wool must be completely clean for the commercial processor.
Drying
In the home environment, drying your wool can be more difficult than washing it.  Most of us don’t have large rooms 
full of drying selves.
A sunny day is your best ally.  Spread your fibres out on large bed sheet over the lawn.  Lawn chairs make 
excellent drying racks, and if all else fails you can make some professional racks from the instructions in Paula 
Simmons’ Turning wool into a cottage industry, or from Deborah Pulliam’s “ A Drying Rack Anyone can Make,” in 
the Spring 1993 issue of Spin Off.
Don’t listen to wild rumours that the sun will ruin your fibres.  The sheep were outside for a year, weren’t they?  Full 
sun kills moths.  Also, the more quickly you can dry your fibres, the less matting you will have.  On the other hand 
don’t get out of control and leave your beautiful wool sitting in the sun for a week.  The protective lanolin has been 
removed by your thorough washing, and long-term sun will affect fibre quality. 
Wind can be a disaster.  When your wash is out on the lawn, keep an eye out for sudden gusts.  More than once I  
have spent on afternoon picking wool “flowers” from the thorn bushes.  If you can’t catch the sun for drying you will  
have to make do with indoor facilities.  Here again, a sheet on the floor, a lawn chair or a professional drying rack 
will do. 
Can you do it?
Yes, says Stephen Aldeman of Le Terre Benie.  Anyone can learn how to wash properly.  He finds himself re-
washing eight out of ten fleeces sent to his company – not including those sent by individuals who have taken his 

www.blacksheep.org.au Page 9 of 13

http://www.blacksheep.org.au/


Volume 31 No 2 October 2010

fibre-prep workshop or spinning classes.  It’s simply a matter of understanding the procedure and adapting your 
washing equipment to the need of your fibres. 

www.blacksheep.org.au Page 10 of 13

ADAPTING TECHNIQUES 
Fine wool: 
Merino, Cormo, Rambouillet, Shetland etc.
Characteristics:  Short, very fine fibres with a tight crimp.  Very heavy in lanolin, sometimes up to fifty percent in 
weight.
Problems: Holds more lanolin and dirt than other wool’s.  The extra handling needed to remove grime caused 
matting.
Solution: Use more soap and extra hot water when working with fine wool’s.  Wash in smaller batches.  Process 
every wash and rinse as efficiently as possible, to minimise handling.  If you can get clean with three washes 
and one rinse, you’ve done a good job.  The Good Shepherd Woolworks uses denatured alcohol for fine fleeces, 
and also for Mohair, which has thick grease that is difficult to remove.  This can be found in large quantities at a 
hardware store.  Use an eight or a quarter of a cup in the first wash repeat for second if the wool is extra dirty, 
but don’t soak your wool in it for a long time.
Medium Wool:
Corriedale, Dorset, Columbia, Targhee, Panama, Jacob etc.
Characteristics: Medium long fibres with wavy crimp.
Problems: A well-kept fleece will give you no problems.  You will love washing it.  Two washes and one rinse will 
do the trick.
Long or strong wool:
Lincoln, Border Leicester, Romney, Cotswold, Karakul, Coopworth etc.
Long Wool has the exact opposite problems to fine wool.  Sometimes it is rather mattered to start with, because 
of low lanolin content.  This wool comes clean so quickly that you may mat it in the final wash.
Be very careful with the last wash and rinse – No agitating.  Two washes and rinses should do.
 Mohair:
Problems: Mohair does not have lanolin.  It has a thick grey grease that is hard to cut.
Picking the fibres before washing helps, by separating the locks.  This also helps it to stay together in a “mat” for 
wringing.  Denatured alcohol is a must it is the only thing that really cuts the grease.  Washing soda on the first 
wash may help and hot, hot water on subsequent washed and plenty of soap.
Other Fibres:
Lama, Dog, Bunny etc.
Most of these are very easy to clean.  Since they are mostly hair, matting and felting isn’t such a problem.  One 
hot wash and rinse should do the trick.

Here's a space your advertisement could fill!
Support your newsletter by submitting your 

promotional information for 2011.
Members rates at back of this edition.
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DIARY DATES 2010
Date Event Region

13th - 14th Nov Queanbeyan Show Soc. Inc. Dawn Mayne, PO Box 31, Queanbeyan 
NSW 2620  Tel: 6297 3324  Mob: 0400 654 872  Fax: 6284 4951 
Email: queanbeyanshow@yahoo.com.au 
Website: www.queanbeyanshow.com.au

Monaro/SW Slopes

20th Nov "YARNSPINNERS"  Fibre  Group  meets  3rd Saturday  each  month  at 
Mittagong R.S.L. from 10:30 - 2:30 pm.  We are a welcoming group of 
spinners and weavers (and fibre artists) who share resources, techniques 
and skills while socialising and collaborating ideas.

South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands

20th Nov Monaro/SW  Slopes  Regional  meeting  and  Annual  General 
Meeting to be held at The Lott, Cooma.  Please advise attendance 
(or apology) to 02 6227 1432 or email draphyd@apex.net.au 

Monaro/SW Slopes

18th Dec "YARNSPINNERS"  Fibre  Group  meets  3rd Saturday  each  month  at 
Mittagong R.S.L. from 10:30 - 2:30 pm.  We are a welcoming group of 
spinners and weavers (and fibre artists) who share resources, techniques 
and skills while socialising and collaborating ideas.

South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands

15th Jan 2011 "YARNSPINNERS"  Fibre  Group  meets  3rd Saturday  each  month  at 
Mittagong R.S.L. from 10:30 - 2:30 pm.  We are a welcoming group of 
spinners and weavers (and fibre artists) who share resources, techniques 
and skills while socialising and collaborating ideas.

South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands

30th Jan Bungendore PA & H Soc. Inc. Rosemary Hurley, Box 343, Bungendore 
NSW 2621  Tel: 6238 1687  Email: taffytykes@bigpond.com  
Website: www.bungendoreshow.com.au

Monaro/SW Slopes

5th Feb Nimmitabel Show Soc. Inc. Leonie Thistleton, 'The Ranch' 236 Old Bega 
Road, Nimmitabel NSW 2631 Tel: 6454 6256

Monaro/SW Slopes

18th - 19th Feb Gulgong P A & H Assn Inc. Kate Dollisson, PO Box 294, Gulgong NSW 
2852 Tel: 6374 2689 Fax: 6374 2689 Email: gulgongshow@bigpond.com

Central

19th Feb "YARNSPINNERS"  Fibre  Group  meets  3rd Saturday  each  month  at 
Mittagong R.S.L. from 10:30 - 2:30 pm.  We are a welcoming group of 
spinners and weavers (and fibre artists) who share resources, techniques 
and skills while socialising and collaborating ideas.

South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands

25th - 27th Feb Canberra Royal Show, Geoff Cannock, PO Box 124, Mitchell ACT 
2911Tel: 6241 2478 Fax: 6241 1712 Email: admin@rncas.org.au 
Website: www.rncas.org.au

Monaro/SW Slopes

4th - 6th March Mudgee Show Soc.  Inc. Wendy Harmer, PO Box 199, Mudgee NSW 
2850 Tel: 6372 4099 Fax: 6372 4088 Email: 
secretary@mudgeeshow.org.au  Website: www.mudgeeshow.org.au

Central

12th March Cooma P & A Assn Inc. Kate Daley, PO Box 809, Cooma NSW 2630 Tel: 
6452 6465 Mob: 0428 58 9846 Fax: 6453 5526 Email: 
secretary@coomashow.com.au Website: www.coomashow.com.au

South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands

19th March "YARNSPINNERS"  Fibre  Group  meets  3rd Saturday  each  month  at 
Mittagong R.S.L. from 10:30 - 2:30 pm.  We are a welcoming group of 
spinners and weavers (and fibre artists) who share resources, techniques 
and skills while socialising and collaborating ideas.

South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands

26th - 27th March Goulburn AP & H Soc. Ltd Debra McNeil, PO Box 484, Goulburn NSW 
2580 Tel: 4821 6813 Fax: 4821 6813 Email: goulburnshow@bigpond.com 
Website: www.goulburnshow.com.au

South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands

1st - 3rd April Castle Hill & Hills Dist Agric Soc. Inc. Lyne Fuller, P O Box 6101 
Baulkham Hills BC NSW 2153 Tel: 9634 2632 Mobile: 0435 328 619 Fax: 
9634 3973 Email: TCHSS@bigpond.com.au
Website: www.castlehillshow.com.au

Hawkesbury

9th - 10th April Yass Show Soc. Inc. Show Secretary, PO Box 132, Yass NSW 2582 Tel: 
6226 1615 Fax: 6226 3528 Email: yassshow@bigpond.com Website: 
www.yassshow.org.au

Monaro/SW Slopes

16th April "YARNSPINNERS"  Fibre  Group  meets  3rd Saturday  each  month  at 
Mittagong R.S.L. from 10:30 - 2:30 pm.  We are a welcoming group of 
spinners and weavers (and fibre artists) who share resources, techniques 
and skills while socialising and collaborating ideas.

South  Coast  and  Southern 
Tablelands

If your meeting, local show or event is not listed here, you should contact the Editor and give her all the information.
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 BLACK AND COLOURED SHEEP BREEDERS ASSOCIATION OF 
AUSTRALIA (NSW) INC.

NSW Committee Regional Branches and Branch Secretaries
President Bob Munday

P O Box 1002,
Goulburn, NSW 2580
Tel:  02 4841 0528  Fax: 02 4841 0529
Email: munrolafibres@bigpond.com

Vice President Terri Barrell
33 Lloyds Way,
Bargo, NSW 2574
Tel:  02 4684 2085
Email: kotarb@bigpond.com

Vice President Peter van Raalte
Grono Farm Road,
Ebenezer, NSW 2756
Tel:  02 4579 9661
Email:    peter.vanraalte@bigpond.com   

Secretary Melissa Henry
6 Luttrell Street,
Richmond, NSW 2753
Mob: 0402 413 326
Email:   baalissa@yahoo.com.au     

Treasurer Janos (John) Farkas
"The Pines", PO Box 987,
Mudgee, NSW 2850
Tel: 02 6373 3589 
Email: janos@gulgee.com.au 

Membership 
Officer

Melissa Henry
6 Luttrell Street,
Richmond, NSW 2753
Mob: 0402 413 326
Email: baalissa@yahoo.com.au 

Editor Broni Jekyll
Drap'hyd Merino Stud,
P.O. Box 6181,
Queanbeyan East, NSW 2620
Tel: 02 6227 1432
Email: draphyd@apex.net.au

Public Officer Phillip Dunn
122 Annangrove Road,
Annangrove, NSW 2156
Tel: 02 9654 1069
Email:  woolfarm@bigpond.com 

Webmaster Ron Barrell
Email: kotarb@bigpond.com

Central Tablelands Region
Beverly Layton
733 Bocoble Road,
Mudgee, NSW 2850
Tel: 02 6373 7658
Email: blayton@tadaust.org.au

Hawkesbury Region
Jenny Dunn

             22 Annangrove Road, 
             Annangrove, NSW  2156

Tel:  02 9654 1069
Email:  woolfarm@bigpond.com 

Monaro/S.W. Slopes Region
Anne Hazell (until 20th November 2010)
PO Box 3064,
Murrumbateman NSW 2582
Tel: 02 6227 5878

Northern Region
Veronica Taylor
Spion-Kop, 
Barraba, NSW  2347
Tel: 02 6783 0146

South Coast and Southern Tablelands Region
Terri Barrell
33 Lloyds Way,
Bargo, NSW 2574
Tel:  02 4684 2085
Email: kotarb@bigpond.com 

Life Members of the Association
Ms A Anderson
Mrs J Baker
Dr M Glennie-Holmes
Mrs H Mitchell
Mrs M Morris
Mr R Munday
Mr R Roach
Mrs C Roach
Ms G Suttor
Mr E Sykes
Mr N Symonds
Mrs V Taylor

Membership  of  the  Association  is  open  to  any  person  interested  in  coloured  sheep,  their  breeding,  use  or 
promotion of their products.
The 2009 membership subscription is $35 per annum for Full membership, $55 for Double membership (2 votes, 1 
magazine and notices), $30 per annum for Associate membership (no voting right); $15 for Youth members, 25 
years or under.  Membership is payable per calendar year and due in January.  Cheques should be sent to the 
Membership Officer at the address given above.
Black Sheep Rising is the newsletter of the Association and views expressed by advertisers or contributors are not 
necessarily those of its Officers or Members.  The newsletter is published before General Meetings and contains 
minutes of the previous General Meeting.
ADVERTISING is available in Black Sheep Rising for Full page $30 (members $25); Half page $18 (members $15); 
Quarter page $12 (members $10).  Advertising invoices will be sent with the newsletter.
Web membership ($2).   Annual Website advertising is also available.
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“Black Sheep Rising” is published by the Black and Coloured Sheep Breeders 

Association of Australia (NSW) Inc.

If undelivered, please return to:                                                              
The Editor,  
Drap'hyd Merino Stud,  
P O Box 6181, 
Queanbeyan East,  NSW  2620
Email: draphyd@apex.net.au 

‘Black Sheep Rising’
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NEXT STATE MEETING HOSTED BY: 
Hawkesbury RegionHawkesbury Region

6th November  2010 at 11.00am with a guest speaker
 at Windsor Golf Club, McQuade Avenue, Windsor

 PLEASE NOTE:
The State meeting will commence at 1.30pm (after lunch).

The next closing date for reports and articles, show results, upcoming events and 
any other gossip you wish to share in the next issue of ‘Black Sheep Rising’ is:

30  th   November 2010  
Please forward to: The Editor, email and postal address at top of this page. 

Preference is given to electronic copy but hard copy will be keyed in if time allows.
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